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* This is sad.'

* It is peiilous, and difficult to deal with.    But it must be
dealt with.   The problem is to suppress Fenianism, and not
to strengthen the Protestant confederacy.'

' And yon left Rome for this ? We understood you were
coming for something else/ said Lady St. Jerome in a
significant tone.

4 Yes, yes, I have been there, and I have seen him.*

* And have you succeeded ?'

1 No; and no one will; at least at present.'
4 Is all lost then ?    Is the Malta scheme again on the
carpet ?'

* Our Holy Church is built upon a rock/ said the Mon-
signore, * but not upon the rock of Malta.   Eothing is lost;
Antonelli is calm and sanguine, though, rest assured, there
is no doubt about what I tell you.    France has washed her-
hands of us.'

'Where then are we to look for aid,' exclaimed Lady
St. Jerome, * against the assassins and atheists ? Austria,
the alternative ally, is no longer near you ; and if she were
(that I should ever live to say it), even Austria is our
foe.'

* Poor Austria!' said the Monsignore with an unctuous
sneer.    * Two tilings made her a nation; she was German
and she was Catholic, and now she is neither.'

1 But you alarm me, my dear Lord, with your terrible
news. We once thought that Spain would be our pro-
tector, but we hear bad news from Spain.'

* Yes/ said the Monsignore, * I think it highly probable
that, before a few years have elapsed, every government in
Europe will be atheistical except  France.     Vanity will
always keep France the eldest son of the Church, even if
she wear a bonnet rouge.    But if the Holy Father keep
Rome, these strange changes will only make the occupier
of the chair of St. Peter more powerful.    His subjects will